Community Forum – Religious Exploration Cluster Report

Date: November 2009

	Committees
	Children & Youth RE Council – Julie Bergshoeff & Kelly Wolf co-chairs

Youth Group Advisors – Nancy Gulliver & Stephen Park

Adult Religious Exploration – Nancy McMartin & Anne Wilson co-chairs

	Members CYRE

COA
OWL

Adult RE
	Elizabeth Beckett , Julie Davidson, Nancy Gaylor Angela Morgan & Jennifer Reid, 

Martin Dooley, Pip Heritage & Peter Wickett

Elizabeth Beckett & Pip Heritage
Don McFadyen, Bill Johnston & Jan Wilson



	Staff

Ambassadors
	Julie Davidson & Shelley Van Dyke

Nora Fenton, Lana Van Leusden & Heather Wickett

	Past Quarter Highlights

CRE & Youth
Adult Re
	· Active and growing Youth Group – with 3 active youth leaders

· Intergenerational planning for the November pilot project services underway

· Successful Youth Social Action potluck – approx. 60 people participated

· Consistent Church school planning for all age groups

· Youth Ambassadors in place – with their consistent participation these youth make a noticeable impact on the programming

· Planning for our CYRE Circle meeting underway

· COA has engaged approximately 30 adult volunteers
· Youth Advisors attended UU Youth Leaders Training Program

· Youth hosted a potluck dinner in Oct & partnered with the Social Action Committee
· weekly Tai Chi sessions

· Spiritual Practices Support Group - 2nd  & 4th Thursdays 

· From Inspiration to Ink – 1st  first Monday of the month

· Food for Thought book discussion group - 3rd  Monday of the month

· Community Walking Group  for 6 weeks started Sept 15

· Who wrote the new testament started Oct 20

· Beginning Belly Dance workshops for 6 weeks
· An intro to Myers-Briggs  Oct 26 & 27



	Projected activities for next quarter

CYRE

ARE

	· CYRE Circle meeting Nov 15

· Holiday service fully intergenerational planning

· OWL program – Gr. 1-2 and Gr. 4-6

· Creative Spirituality Month in January

· Mystery Friends – Sign up and letter exchange begins in February

· Preparations for Walkathon, co-ordinating with Social Justice, registration begins in March

· Youth group prepares to welcome COA members

· monthly meetings

· progress reports on courses discuss numbers, facilitator & participants evaluations and possible ideas for new courses

· finish facilitator /liaison packages

· work on 2010 courses

· re-scheduling to be done for making nori rolls due to calendar conflict

· ensure babysitting is in place for parenting course by Rev Brock on Nov 14

·  Complete Facilitator-Liaison packages



	Opportunities & Challenges 

ARE
	Opportunities:

· Generally - more interaction with Adult congregation

· Engaging the Adult congregation, to participate in the programming, to bring their talents to the CYRE area

· More Adult interaction is needed for prepare for the Walkathon , more Adults need to be involved – not only those with children in the programs, more Youth need to take part –co-ordinating with Social Justice

· Need more appropriate storybooks and board books for the Rainbow Room (preschool)

· Engaging an all Church Fellowship Hour in CYRE Fellowship area

Challenges:

· The number of young families in the congregation, and therefore the number of children in our programs, is decreasing overall.

· Effects of rental on CYRE programming – limited access to the room for preparation
· having a sufficient number of Youth Advisors to share in leadership of the group
Opportunities:

· opportunities  to devise new courses to meet our challenges

Challenges:  
· outreach
· mentoring

· male participation in courses

· needing more course participants & facilitators
· teaching UU courses

· monthly themes

· child care

· involving older seniors with afternoon courses and younger adults with babysitting
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