FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF HAMILTON SERVICE PROPOSAL FORM

(Effective November 2010)

The Worship Committee (WC) for the First Unitarian Church of Hamilton works with the department heads within the Worship Cluster (Ex: Music Committee, Worship Assistants, . . . etc.) and Staff to create and deliver high quality worship services. As a result the WC provides guidance to speakers (the person who delivers the sermon in the worship service),  service leaders (the person who leads the congregation through all the elements contained within a worship service), and story tellers (the person who delivers the story for all ages in the worship service) to assist them in producing worship services that are the best possible experience for all attendees. 

Please fill out this form to help us understand the topic and subject matter you have proposed and e-mail it to worship@firstunitarianhamilton.org for review.

WHAT BARACK OBAMA HAS TO SAY ABOUT SPEAKING AT CHURCH

You spoke at Martin Luther King’s Ebenezer Baptist Church and speak regularly at other churches. Is there a difference in speaking from a pulpit versus from behind a podium or at a political rally? Do you have a different set of responsibilities? 

When I'm speaking behind a pulpit, I'm in church. And what that means is that it's during a religious service. I'm there, mindful that the primary reason for being in church is to worship. And so I'm going to constrain myself in speaking on purely political issues and am more likely to broaden the theme to address broader issues—values and our ideals, how we can come together to solve the problems that we face as a nation and in the world. But I'm very sensitive to respecting the role that the church service plays and not wanting to abuse the privilege of addressing a congregation.

- Interview with Barack Obama by Dan Gilgoff from Beliefnet.com

Name of Speaker (Sermon Giver): 

Home Phone:

Work Phone:

Cell Phone:

E-Mail:

Website:

Best Method of Contact: 

Are you a member or adherent of Hamilton First?:

Speaker Bio [60 word limit. This bio would appear in our church’s newsletter. We also require a photo of you, preferably a headshot in electronic format (Ex: .jpg) if at all possible.]:

SERVICE DETAILS

Sermon Title:

Service Description [50 word limit. This description would appear in our church’s monthly newsletter.]:

How does your topic relate to our Unitarian Universalist Purposes and Principles? Please explain in detail. Principles are listed in Italics for your reference. [As Unitarian Universalists we covenant to affirm and promote: the inherent worth and dignity of every person; justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; a free and responsible search for truth and meaning; the right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large; the goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; and respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.]

What Sources are you drawing from? Please explain in detail. Sources are listed in Italics for your reference. [The living tradition which we share draws from many sources: direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life; words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers and structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love; wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life; Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbours as ourselves; Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit; spiritual teachings of Earth-centred traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature. Grateful for the religious pluralism, which enriches and ennobles our faith, we are inspired to deepen our understanding and expand our vision. As free congregations we enter into this covenant, promising to one another our mutual trust and support.]
How does this topic relate to the Covenant of the First Unitarian Church of Hamilton? Please explain in detail. Covenant is listed in Italics. [We covenant to build a spiritual home, a house of many rooms: Its foundation is the earth; its timbers are the Unitarian Universalist principles of belief and behavior. Its roof is our commitment to one another. Its windows are open to the light of truth and the fresh air of tolerance and respect. Dwellers here find knowledge, strength and hope. Nurtured in our home, we are inspired to carry out our mission. Reaching out to the wider community. We light candles of welcome, of caring and commitment. Their warmth and light stream into the night. Strangers become friends; travelers find rest. The doors of this home swing open to the lightest touch.]

How does your background and experience relate to this topic?

Have you spoken on this topic before? If so, where and when?

Have you spoken at Hamilton First before? If so, is there a service leader or member you have worked with before whom you would like to partner with for this service?

All worship services at Hamilton First use a partially intergenerational format and structure, which includes a Story For All Ages at the top of the service. Do you have a Story For All Ages you would like to use for your service? Please describe it in detail.

If you don’t you feel comfortable picking a story and presenting it to the congregation would you like to have a Storyteller assigned to your service to assist you with this piece of the service or would you like a member of the CYRE Committee or Staff to select a story for you to read?

Does your service have any special rituals or elements, which will require additional assistance from our members or staff? [Ex: Will your service be fully intergenerational, thus requiring assistance from our Children’s Religious Exploration Staff and Volunteers? Do you have special needs in regards to music, thus requiring assistance from our Music Staff and Committee? Are there props or materials you will need to show a slideshow or perform a flower/water/fire communion?]

Should your service be scheduled around a certain date or event? [Ex: Mother’s Day, Earth Day . . . etc.]:

Do you wish to have a special event, workshop or fundraiser connected with your service that will take place before or after the worship? [Ex: Book Reading and Signing, Arts of Worship Workshop, Special Collection, Silent Auction, Q&A . . . etc.]
Is there any additional information you would like to share with us about your topic?

